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PRESS RELEASE FROM THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. MR. L.J. KING, Q.C. 
CRIMINAL LAW AND PENAL REFORM COMMITTEE. 14/12/71.. 
Establishment of a three-member committee to advise the Government 
on revision and reform of the criminal law and penal methods was 
today announced by the Attorney-General, Mr. L.J. King, Q.C. 
The members are: 
The Hon. Justice Mitchell of the South Australian Supreme^who will 
be the committee chairman; 
Professor Colin Howard, Hearn Professor of Law at the University of 
Melbourne; 
Mr. David Biles, Lecturer in Criminology at the University of 
Melbourne. 
The committee will also have power to co-opt the services as 
required of Miss Mary Daunton-Fear, Lecturer at the Law School 
of Adelaide University. 
Mr. King said the committee had been given very broad terms of 
reference to enable it to consider and report on all aspects of the 
criminal law and penal methods. 
The terms of reference are: 
"The Committee to examine and' to report and make recommendations 
to the Attorney-General in relation to the criminal law in force 
in the State and, in particular, as to whether any, and if so what, 
changes should be effected: 
(a) in the substantive law 
(b) in criminal investigation and procedures 
(c) in court procedures and rules of evidence 
(d) in penal methods... " 
Mr. King said the establishment of the committee was a fulfilment 
of the Government's previously announced intention to institute an 
enquiry with the aim of overhauling the criminal law and the 
penal system. 
"The fact that we have been able to secure the services of a 
committee of this eminence ensures that this review will be 
comprehensive and carried out with distinction", the Minister added. 
Mr. King said members of the committee were expected to meet 
shortly to arrange their procedures and working methods. 
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Members of the public and interested organisations would be 
given an opportunity to make submissions to the committee. 
(Correspondents: 
Professor Colin Howard, 43, married with three children, 
is experienced in a wide range of jurisdictions and is the 
author of a number of books. Dr. Howard has been Hearn Professor 
of L aw at Melbourne University since 1965. 
Dr. David Biles, 39, married with two children, is a 
psychologist and criminologist. 
He holds an M.A. Degree from La Trobe University and worked 
for 11 years as an education officer in Victorian prisons 
before becoming a University Lecturer. 
His studies in criminology have been published in a number 
of Journals.) 
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